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Gia-Fu Feng and Jane Englishlc &% %ER

A small country has fewer people. Though there are
machines that can work ten to a hundred times faster
than man, they are not needed. The people take death
seriously and do not travel far. Though they have boats
and carriages, no one uses them. Though they have
armor and weapons, no one displays them. Men return to
the knotting of rope in place of writing. Their food is plain
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and good, their clothes fine but simple, their homes
secure; They are happy in their ways. Though they live
within sight of their neighbors, and crowing cocks and
barking dogs are heard across the way, yet they leave
each other in peace while they grow old and die.
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Gia-Fu Feng and Jane EnglishIC & 3 3&ER

Truthful words are not beautiful, beautiful words are not
truthful. Good men do not argue, those who argue are not
good. Those who know are not learned, the learned do not
know. The sage never tries to store things up. The more
he does for others, the more he has. The more he gives to
others, the greater his abundance. The Tao of heaven is
pointed but does not harm. The tao of the sage is work
without effort.
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