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A SUMMARY ON THE ATTENDANCE OF

5™ INTERNATIONAL MARITIME CONFERENCE ON DESIGN FOR

SAFETY
25" _27*" November 2013

By

Zobair Ibn Awal

Doctoral Student, Ship Design Laboratory, Department of Naval Architecture & Ocean Engineering
Graduate School of Engineering, Osaka University, 2-1 Yamadaoka, Suita, 565-0871 Osaka, Japan
E-mail: zi_awal@naoe.eng.osaka-u.ac.jp

The International Maritime Conference on Design for Safety (IDFS) 2013 was held in Shanghai,
China. This year the conference was organized by the Shanghai Jiao Tong University (SJTU). The
conference united researchers from different parts of the world. This was a remarkable
experience for me to meet world renowned researchers in this event.

On the first day (25" November 2013), Professor D. Vassalos (University of Starthclyde, Glasgow)
delivered his Keynote speech. As one of the leading researchers in maritime safety, Professor
Vassalos holds the position of Chairman of the International Standing Committee of this
conference. In his deliberation he emphasized how ‘safety’ should be a design objective rather
than a design ‘constraint’. Professor Vassalos discussed the traditional approaches of safety
practices and the importance of developing safety culture.

Dr. Pierre C. Sames from the Germanischer Lloyd, Germany presented an important paper on the
development of risk based regulatory framework. Dr. Sames highlighted how the risk based
design and risk based rules are different. He emphasized that standardization of risk models are
necessary. Therefore, he stated leadership is urgently necessary and someone with authority has
to establish the Risk-Based Regulatory Framework for the future. Among other leading
researchers, Professor Apostolos Papanikolaou presented several papers on safety performance
assessment. In his presentations he demonstrated some cause and frequency models which were
b_ase(I‘J on statistics. He emphasized the necessity and challenges of developing realistic models for
simulations.

Many other researchers shared their views and philosophies with each other during the question
answer session and also afterwards. The senior researchers created a platform for the young
researchers by giving them very good exposures in this conference. Personally, | had good
interaction with Mr. Fujio Kaneko from National Maritime Research Institute (NMRI), Japan
regarding my research theme. Mr. Kaneko is one of the leading researchers in Japan in the field
of risk based design. | also received appreciation from Professor Yoshiho lkeda of Osaka
Prefecture University for my research contents. | had a good interaction with young researchers
during the conference. Particularly the cooperation of Dr. Wataru Sera, Associate Professor of
Kobe University, during the conference is indeed mentionable. The conference organizers
(Particularly Professor Decheng Wan and Associate Professor Xiechong GU) and the volunteer
staffs of SITU extended exceptional hospitality which is memorable. | would like to express my
thankfulness to Osaka University for granting me Eartial scholarship for attending this conference.
Without such support it would have been impossible for me to attend this event. Finally, | express

my thankfulness to my research supervisor Professor Kazuhiko Hasegawa for opening this
window of opportunity for me.




