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Tao that can be told is not the eternal Tao.

The name that can be named is not the eternal name.
The nameless is the beginning of heaven and earth.

The named is the mother of ten thousand things.

Ever desireless, one can see the mystery.

Ever desiring, one can see the manifestations.

These two spring from the same source but differ in
name; this appears as darkness.

Darkness within darkness. The gate to all mystery.
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The Master said, The true gentleman is conciliatory but

not accommodating, Common people are accommodating

but not conciliatory.
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The Master said, The gentleman calls attention to the
good points in others; he does not call attention to their
defects. The small man does just the reverse of this.
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The Master said ‘The demands that a gentleman makes
are upon himself; those that a small man makes are upon

others.
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The Master said, At fifteen, I set my heart upon learning.
At thirty, I had planted my feet firm upon the ground. At
forty, I no longer suffered from perplexities. At fifty, I
knew what were the bidding of Heaven. At sixty, I heard
them with docile ear. At seventy, I could follow the
dictates of my own heart; for what I desired no longer
overstepped the boundary of right.
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Truthful words are not beautiful, beautiful words are not
truthful. Good men do not argue, those who argue are not
good. Those who know are not learned, the learned do not
know.

The sage never tries to store things up. The more he does
for others, the more he has. The more he gives to others,
the greater his abundance. The Tao of heaven is pointed
but does not harm. The tao of the sage is work without
effort.
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